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RESUMEN:

En este articulo se plantea el debate existente entre profesores. estudiantes v egresados
del Programa de Economia en la Universidad de Narifio. como entre los académicos del
pais v del continente acerca del significado de la teoria econémica v su aplicabilidad
al mundo en desarrollo. puesto que el mismo tiene su origen en las economias indus-
trializadas v. en algunos casos. en los paises socialistas. Sin embargo. a través de la
informacion disponible se muestra que el desconocimiento histérico ha impedido una
mayor comprensién de la teoria econémica v. por lo tanto. de su correcta aplicacién. Se
concluye que el planteamiento de una teoria econémica propia para el mundo en de-
sarrollo presenta dificultades. a veces insalvables. debido al dominio del pensamiento
de los clasicos: ademas. que la ciencia v la investigacion cientifica parten de estandares
internacionales v no particulares.
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ABSTRACT

This article presents a debate that exists among professors. students and former students
from the Economic Program at the University of Narinio as well as the continental and
Colombian academics regarding to the meaning of economic theory: the debate was origi-
nated because some people believed that theory is not adequate for developing countries.
The reason for this believe is because it was originated in the industrialized economies
which are different from poor countries: and other people believed that it was based on
a socialist model which is not the case on Colombia and. of course. in the Department
of Narino. However, based on the data. it could be said that the problem is not that the
economic theory was born in those countries but because there is not full understanding
of the history of the economic thought in developing world. At the end. this article asserts
that is impossible to think about building an economic theory for developing countries
because it is difficult to put aside the classic models and because research and scientific
science work is based on international standards.
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